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3Or	don’t	you	know	that	all	of	us	who	were	
baptized	into	Christ	Jesus	were	baptized	into	his	
death?	4We	were	therefore	buried	with	him	
through	baptism	into	death	in	order	that,	just	as	
Christ	was	raised	from	the	dead	through	the	
glory	of	the	Father,	we	too	may	live	a	new	life.	
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1) Before I placed my trust in Christ, the focus of my 

life was me & my success.  All the way through high 
school, I worked really hard to succeed at everything I did—
that was my number one focus.  People might not have 
known it about me, but because of this focus I was proud, 
and, to be honest, pretty selfish.  I had grown up in a 
church-going family and I knew about Jesus, but for me 
Jesus was a Sunday idea instead of a 24/7 person who I 
knew, listened to, and wanted to honor.   
 

2) I placed my trust in Jesus Christ in November of 1990, 
when I was a senior in high school.  My youth leader sat me 
down for nachos at Connie’s Café and said: “When are you 
going to quit thinking about Jesus and start following him?”  
That question hit me pretty hard, and I realized that while I 
knew about Jesus in my head, I wasn’t following him with 
my heart.  I hadn’t made him the leader of my life.  Right 
then and there, I prayed to Jesus and accepted his gift of 
forgiveness and new life.  There weren’t any fireworks, but I 
knew that my life would never be the same.     
 

3) Now that I have new life in Jesus Christ, I know 
that I’m a child of God.  Jesus isn’t an idea to me—he’s my 
hope, my forgiver, my life.  I still lose focus from time to 
time, but Bible reading, journaling & being a part of a small 
group help me stay on track.  God is continuing his work in 
me, and I see that he’s making me more humble & giving me 
opportunities to serve others.  God loves me; my focus is 
to love and serve him with my life.  
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